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E) 


CONSENT CALENDAR 


Permanent Appointments (Continued) 








EFFECTIVE DATE - FEBRUARY 10, 1999 


Vincent A. Perez 





EFFECTIVE DATE - FEBRUARY 11, 1999 


Greg L. Wyrsch 





EFFECTIVE DATE - FEBRUARY 14, 1999 


Thomas F. Abbott 
Daniel A. Sullivan 


EFFECTIVE DATE ~- FEBRUARY 16, 1999 





Philip T. Stevens 





Reporting the following PROBATIONARY 


appointments: 


EFFECTIVE DATE - FEBRUARY 6, 1999 





3 Firefighter/Paramedic 





Robert M. Ahern 
Nancy A. Allen 
Andrew J. Birkhoff 
Darren K. Bortmas 
Norman J. Caba 


Timothy D. Fewell 
Scott A. Keller 
William g. Lafferty 
Alan Reynaud 

Pablo S. Siguenza 


(Note: The above. H3 Firefighter/Paramedics are 
appointed vice TX’d from new H1 Position 


FY 1998-1999) 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR 


J) Leaves of Absence 


Submitting requests for leaves of absence with pay 
for Inspectors Alan De Bella and Tyrone Pruitt, 
Bureau of Fire Prevention, for five days, 

March 8 through March 12, 1999, in order to 

attend the Fire Prevention 3B Course (Plan 

Review) at the California Fire Academy, at 

Pacific Grove, California. All expenses will 

be paid by Inspectors De Bella and PrULet. 

They will not be replaced. 


K) Leave of Absence 


Submitting request for leave of absence with 








pay 
for Investigator Lawrence Wright, Bureau of 
Fire Investigation, for five days, March 22 
through March 26, 1999, in order to attend a 
course on domestic violence given by the 
Institute of Criminal Investigation, in San 
Francisco, California. All expenses will be 
paid by Investigator Wright. He will not be 
replaced. 
L) Accidents 

Submitting reports and recommendations of 
the Accident Committee regarding the 
following accidents: 

Accident Serial 

=NG 5 2! Date No. Category <ecommendation 
Battalion 5 98-9-127 01-09-99 914 A File 

Off: B/c Anthony Simi; Drv: 


C/A Tracie McCulloch 


Cause: Misjudged clearance - Batt 5S, while lea 
Sideswiped a low-pressure hyd 
fire station 


ving quarters, 
rant in front of the 
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ENT ENDAR 


Accidents (Continued) 


Res. 


Amb. 13 98-9-134 01-18-99 713 A 


Drv: FF Vitani Benjamin 


Cause: Misjudged clearance - Res Amb 13, while backing up 


Note 


Ca 


Ca 


Ca 


at Davies Medical Center, struck concrete overhang 
of the ambulance entrance 


File 


tegory A - ~aAn accident which has occurred because of inattention 


tegory B - an accident in which fire department personnel e 


tegory C - an accident which has occur 
Operator’s misjudgment of clearance, 
defensive driving techniques, 
other vehicle’s movements. 


Claim Amount Accident Number/ 
Claimant Filed/Paid Category/Unit 
Gene Prat $ /$1,081.86 96-7-138 (A) Eng 32 
Siv ing 9,225.00/ 2,795.94 97-8-237 (A) Eng 41 
Johanna Lederer 1,191.98 98-3-074 (c) Tek" 1D 
Eddie Williams 50.00 Property damage 


red because of apparatus 
deficiency in 
or failure to anticipate 


Date of 


Accident 
04-24-97 
06-05-98 
10-04-98 


10-27-98 
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A) 





REGULAR CALENDAR - UNFINISHED BUSINESS 





Suspension Appeal Hearing (Cont’d from Meeting of 01-14-99) 





In accord with Section 4001.4 of the Rules and Regulations, reporting that 
Firefighter Kevin Kramer, Engine 36, has appealed his four calendar days of 
suspension, January 6-9, 1999, (three work days, January 6, 7 & 9). He was 
suspended for violation of the Rules and Regulations as follows: 


Section 3919 - Unacceptable Language 
G.O. 91-A-2  - EEO Policy 
Discrimination Prohibited 


(Nete: This matter will be continued to another meeting of the Fire Commission 


Appeal (Item 4.B)] 


Vice President Roff moved, seconded by Commissioner Roeca that Firefighter 
Kramer’s hearing be continued as indicated. 
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c) 





REGULAR CALENDAR - UNFINISHED BUSINESS 


Suspension Appeal Hearing and Commission Deliberations (Continued) 
(Cont’d from Meetings of 03-12-98 & 12-15-98) 





Closing Statements 


2) 





(Notice: This portion of the meeting may be held in Closed Session 
pursuant to Government Code Section 54957) 


The Commission deliberated in Closed Session without parties 
present. 


Reconvene in Open Session 





1) Possible report on action taken in Closed Session, 
Government Code Sections $4957.1 and 54957.7, 
Administrative Code Section 67.14 (b). 


purusant to 
and San Francisco 


President Fernandez-Pifer disclosed that the Commission has 
ordered a transcript of tonight’s hearing and will reconvene 


on Thursday, March 25, 1999, at 6:00 -m., to deliberate on 
the suspension appeal and Motion to Dismiss. 








2) Vote to elect whether to disclose any or all Closed Session 


discussions, pursuant to San Francisco Administrative Code 
Section 67.14(a). 


Vice President Roff moved, seconded by Commissioner Roeca, 


not to disclose any of the discussion that occ 


urred during 
Closed Session. 


The motion carried by a vote of 4-0. 


6:35-11:00 Pp-m. 


journmen 


The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 p-m. 
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mmendation (Continued) 


February 7, 1999 
Dear Chief Demmons: 


My wife Norma had an attack on February 2, 1999; 
and gave the necessary treatment. Our doctor tol 
which I did; enroute my wife had two attacks which were taken care of by your 


paramedics. If it hadn’t been for David Spencer and Steve Hardcastle, I may have 
lost my precious one. I just can’t thank them enough. 


and paramedics arrived promptly 
dus to call 911 immediately 


/s/ HAROLD HERGER 
256 Glenview 
San Francisco, CA 94131 


*” * * * * * *. 
January 19, 1999 
Dear Chief Demmons: 


x the lovely memorial last Friday 
My wife and I were very moved. My dad lost his life January 30, 
1942, at the James F. Waters Plymouth agency on Van Ness Avenue. 
42 years old. Thank you once again. 


afternoon. 


He was only 


/s/ CHARLES J. MC CARTHY 
149 Harbor Drive 
Daly City, CA 94014 


* * * * 


February, 1999 
Dear Chief Demmons : 


tunate. I ama casa (Court Appoi 
who received a gift donated through 


y time, my concern and even a 
She has given sO much 


ive her the experience of 

sharing and Giving for others. This program does not just give toys to children 
with few but shows them the joys My child knows where 
the gift has come from, we’ve discussed it. it is a lesson in caring not just 
vr community. Thank you. 


while. 


for yourself, but for ou 


/s/ CINDY WEIGLE 
CASA Volunteer 


* * * * 


Note: The following four additional 


typed letters of commendation are 
included as Part of Item 5.a) 
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2/13/99 


Chief Robert Demmons 
San Francisco Fire Dept. 


Dear Chief Demmons: 


On behalf of the Neighborhood Watch Group of 1000 Bush 


St. I want to thank you and Lieutenant 
F. Juraez for the informative talk on Fire Prevention. 


Many of the people who attended the meeting have thanked me, and expressed relief 0 
better informed on how to behave ina fire. Al 


Suspected violations was helpful. 


n being 
So, having a telephone number of who to contact for 


Thank You: 


Jef Reeves 
1073 Bush St. # 10 
San Francisco, Calif. 94109-6247 


1073 BUSH ST #10 


SAN FRAN ASCO CALIFORNIA 94109 -6247 
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ll February 1999 


Chief Robert Demmons 


San Francisco Fire Department 
698 - 2nd Street 


San Francisco, CA 94107 


Dear Sir: 


I wish to commend Alvin Selva, 


Dumont of Medic #3 for the exce 
kindness to me. 


Oscar Cabrera and Anthony 
llent care and their 


On 6 February 1999, while attending a dinner at the Cathedral 


Hotel (Jack Tar to me.), I fainted. a very embarrassing 
incident. 


Immediately the three young gentlemen 


were Caring for me. 
They were there within minutes. 


I'll never forget their kindness ana 
They insisted that 
idea. 





their competent m 
I go to the hospital, which 
I saw my doctor and all is well. 


nner. 
Was a good 


Again, I thank the won 
Cabrera and Anthony Du 
and excellent care. 


derful young men, Alvin Selva, Oscar 
mont, for their immediate response 
I insisted they give me their names. 


It reaffirms faith in 


2S these, we are 


the younger generation. 
e e in good shape. 


g With men such 


Sincerely, 


Oe cl 27, 


Juanita L. Maguire 
21 Sargent Street 
San Francisco, CA 94132 
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Reconvene in Open Session 





A) 


B) 


Possible report on action taken in Closed Session, purusant to 
Government Code Sections 54957.1 and 54957.7, and San Francisco 
Administrative Code Section 67.14(b). 


The Commission met in closed session from 4:00 p-m. to 6:10 p.m. 
to interview and consider specified candidates. 
The Commission reconvened in open session at 6:10 p.m. 


, 


Vote to elect whether to disclose any or all Closed Session 


discussions, pursuant to San Francisco Administrative Code 
Section 67.14(a). 


Vice President Roff moved, seconded by Commissioner Roeca, 


not to disclose discussions held in closed session. 
The motion passed 4-0. 


Adjournment 


The meeting was adjourned at 6:11 p-m. 


There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting 
was adjourned at 6:11 p.m. 


Raymond G. Connors 
Secretary 
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DRAFT 9/9/99 


Fire Department personnel, Commissioners or other speakers are required to respond to 
questions from a speaker. 


3.5 Addressing The Commissioniicio} Speakers must speak from the Clerk’s 
table or podium and speak clearly into the microphone. The Commission will not 
tolerate disruptive or inappropriate conduct. Speakers who use profanity or who engage 
in yelling, screaming, name-calling, or other disruptive or inappropriate behavior will be 
ordered to cease any such conduct and may be required to leave the meeting room. The 


President or Presiding Officer shall order removed from the meeting room any person 
who commits the following actsyci1): 


3.5.1 Disorderly, contemptuous or insolent behavior toward the Commission or 
any member thereof, tending to interrupt the due and orderly course of said meeting; 


conduct or violent disturbance, tending to 
interrupt the due and orderly course of said meeting; 


3.5.3 Disobedience of any lawful order of the presiding officer, which shall 
include an order to be seated or to refrain from addressing the Commission; 


3.5.4 Any other unlawful interference with the due and orderly course of said 
meeting. 


Rule 4. Written Communicationsyci2) 


Chapter II — Meetings Times and Organization 


Rule 5. Meeting Times and Locationgci3} 


n December 24" and December 31°" Special 
meetings may be called at any time by the President of the Commission or by maiority 
vote of the Commission members as specified in Section 67.6 of the Sunshine Ordinance 
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13.2 Threat of Serious Injury to the Public Interest Upon a good faith, 
reasonable determination by 2/3 vote of the Commission, or, if less than 2/3 of the 
members are present, a unanimous vote of those members present, that (A) the need to 
take immediate action on the item is so imperative as to threaten serious injury to the 
public interest if action were deferred to a subsequent special or regular meeting, or 
relates to a purely commendatory action, and (B) that the need for such action came to 
the attention of the Commission subsequent to issuance of the agenda, or; 


13.3 Continued Matters The item was properly on the agenda for a prior 
Commission meeting occurring not more than five calendar days prior to the date action 


prior meeting the item was continued to the meeting at 
which action is being taken. 


Rule 14. Minutesyic20) 


The Clerk shall prepare minutes of each meetin 
the following meeting. Minutes shall state the time th 
names of the members attending the meeting, 
at the meeting, the time the Commission began and ended any closed sessi 
those members of the public who spoke on each matter if the speakers identified 


be available for inspection and copying upon 
the meeting at which the minutes are adopted 
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prohibited from taking necessary actions in an emergency. In any emergency, as defined in the BA, the 


Commission should follow the one-hour notice and post-meeting notice requirements of the BA to the maximum 
extent possible. 


Page: 3 


(JC15] SFPC § 2.11 No provision is made for election of officers, as with other City commissions, because the 
Mayor, acting under Charter § 4.108 appoints the President, Vice-President and members of the Fire Commission. 
The Charter does not require this procedure, however. In the future th 
tules to provide for election of officers. 
Page: 3 

(JC16] SFPC § 2.12 

Page: 3 

C17] SFPC §§ 2.8, 2.9, 2.10 Note that a su 


on items not on the agenda. The definition 
Page: 3 


¢ Commission may consider amending these 


permajority or unanimity may be required under Rule 13 to take action 
of quorum appears at Section 4.104 of the San Francisco Charter. 


Each such vote must be preceded by an opportunity for publi 
description” that generally need not exceed 20 words. 
Page: 3 

(JC19} SO § 67.7(d); BA § 54954.2((a), (b). Exceptions to 


actions are taken directly from the referenced laws. 
Page: 4 


ic comment. BA § 54954.2 requires a “brief general 


Rule that the agenda limits the Commission’s range of 


cents per page for documents assembled and copied to the order of the requester. 
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San Francisco Fire Commission 


DISABILITY ACCESS 


The Fire Commission regularly meets at Fire Department Headquarters, Room 102, 698 
Second Street. 


The Fire Commission meeting room is wheelchair accessible. The closest accessible 
MUNI lines serving this location: 15 Third, 42 Downtown Loop, and N Judah (Second 
and King). Additional lines serving this location are the 30 Stockton and 45 Union. For 
more information about MUNI accessible services, call (415) 923-6142. 


The following services are available on request 48 hours prior to the meeting: (1) 
American sign language interpreters; (2) use of readers, (3) sound enhancement 
system, and (4) alternative formats of the agenda and minutes. Please contact Tania 


Bauer, Secretary, Fire Commission, at (415) 558-3451 to make arrangements. Late 
requests will be honored, if possible. 


In order to assist the City’s efforts to accommodate persons with severe allergies, 
environmental illnesses, multiple chemical sensitivity or related disabilities, attendees at 
public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to various 
chemical-based products. Please help the City to accommodate these individuals. 


LOBBYIST ORDINANCE 


Individuals and entities that influence or attempt to influence local 


legislative or 
administrative action may be re 


quired to register and report lobbying activity (San 
Francisco Lobbyist Ordinance — San Francisco Administrative Code Section 16.520 — 
16.534). For more information about the Lobbyist Ordinance, please contact the Ethics 
Commission at 1390 Market Street, #801, San Francisco, CA 94102; (415) 554-9510, 
FAX (415) 554-8757 or at http://Awww.ci.sf.ca.us/ethics/. 





KNOW YOUR RIGHTS UNDER THE SUNSHINE ORDINANCE 


Government's duty is to serve the public, reaching its decisions in full view of the public. 
Commissions, boards, councils and other agencies of the City and County exist to 
conduct the people’ business. This ordinance assures that deliberations are conducted 
before the people and that City operations are open to the people's review. 


For more information on your rights under the Sunshine Ordinance (Chapter 67, San 
Francisco Administrative Code) or to report a violation of the ordina 


nce, contact the 
Sunshine Ordinance Task Force at (425) 554-6083. 


H\Commission Agendas\Disabilily Access.doc 
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EFFECTIVE DATE — OCTOBER 7, 1999 








Michael Whooley 
(vice: TX’d from 2534) 


Cordia Sorrells 
(vice: TX'd from 2534) 


George Dreaper 


H33 Fire Paramedic Captain 


James Strain 
(vice: TX'd from 2534) 


John Cavanaugh 
(vice: TX'd from 2534) 


Brett Powell 
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(vice: TX'd from 2534) 


James McCaffrey 
(vice: TX'd from 2534) 


Arthur Hsieh 
(vice: TX’d from 2534) 


Nancy Nowicki 
(vice: TX’d from 2534) 


James Fazackerley 
(vice: TX’d from 2534) 


Perry Saxton 


(vice: TX'd from 2534) 


Ronald Louie 
(vice: TX'd from 2534) 


Russell McCallion 
(vice: TX’d from 2534) 


Robert Navarro 
(vice: TX’d from 2534) 


Jeffrey Myers 
(vice: TX'd from 2534) 


Jane Smith 
(vice: TX’d from 2534) (vice: TX'd from 2534) 
Philip Harvey Ehrhardt Groothoff 


(vice: TX’d from 2534) 


Edward Sawicki, Jr. 
(vice: TX’d from 2534) 


(vice: TX'd from 2534) 


Sebastian Wong 
(vice: TX’d from 2534) 


F Resignation 


Submitting resignation of 2532 Paramedic Colleen M. Donzelli, effective close of business, 
November 30, 1999. (Resigned with satisfactory services. Transferred from DPH 07-01-97.) 


G. Separation from Service 


Reporting separation of Provisional 7514 General Laborer Ste 


phen George, effective close 
of business, November 12, 1999. 


H. Leaves of Absence 


Submitting requests for leaves of absence with pay for the following: 


Inspector Priscilla Gates, Bureau of Fire Prevention, for five da 
November 5, 1999, in order to attend the Fire Prevention 2C 


Industrial Emergency Council in San Jose, California. All ex 
Gates. She will not be replaced. 


ys, November 1 through 
class presented by the 
penses will be paid by Inspector 


Inspector Michael Estebez, Bureau of Fire Prevention, for fiv 
during the period September 15 through October 13, 1999, 


Investigation 1A class at City College in San Francisco. All 
Inspector Estebez. He will not be replaced. 


€ consecutive Wednesdays 
in order to attend the Fire 
expenses will be paid by 


\FIREHQNTO1NTBAUER\Commission Minutes\2Minutes of Nov 23 Spec Meeting,doc 
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Engine 15 99-0-064 09-19-99 594 A File 
Off: Lt. Steven Wiessler; Drv: FF Alan Hunt 


Cause: Misjudged clearance — Eng 15, while responding to 
an incident, struck the bumper of an illegally 
parked car 


B:E:P- 99-0-065 09-20-99 026 B File 
Drv: Inspector Mary Boucher 


Cause: BFP vehicle, while pulling out of a parking space, 


was struck by a civilian vehicle failing to yield 
the right of way 


Com. Center 99-0-066 09-22-99 305 B File 
Off: B/C Douglas Goodin 


Cause: Rear end - Department vehicle, while stopped at a 
stop light, was rear ended by a civilian vehicle 


Engine 3 99-0-067 09-23-99 530 Cc File 
Off: T/Lt. Dean Crispen; Drv: FF Robert Muniz 
Cause: Misjudged clearance — Eng 3, while responding and 
making right turn, struck a civilian vehicle 


Engine 2 99-0-068 09-26-99 529 Cc File 
Off: Lt. John Hickey; Drv: FF Peter Gallagher 
Cause: Eng 2, while proceeding to an incident with red 
lights and siren, crossed the intersection against 
a red light and struck a civilian vehicle which 
failed to heed Eng 2's siren 


Truck 14 99-0-069 09-27-99 611 A File 
Off: Lt. John McAlister; Drv: FF Robert Barbara; Tir: FF Cecilia Jiang 





Cause: Misjudged clearance — Trk 14, while exiting quarters 


in response to an incident, scraped the side of the 
station 


ResAmb 38 99-0-070 09-28-99 710 


A File 
Drv: FF Aaron Stevenson 


Cause: Misjudged clearance — ResAmb 38, while backing into 
quarters, struck apparatus door 


Engine 32 99-0-071 09-29-99 584 A File 
Off: T/Capt. Matthew Plescia; Drv: FF Natalie Hernandez 
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Cause: Eng 2, while proceeding to an incident with red 
lights and siren, failed to come to a complete stop 
before crossing the intersection against a red light, 
and struck an ice cream truck 


Medic 12 99-0-080 10-19-99 731 A File 
Drv: FR Paramedic Simon Pang 


Cause: Misjudged clearance — Medic 12, while maneuvering 
around Eng 24 at an incident, grazed the right rear 
step of Eng 24 


EMS RC 2 99-0-081 10-22-99 915 A File 
Off: Paramedic Captain James Strain 


Cause: EMS RC 2, while attempting to merge into traffic, 
lightly struck a civilian vehicle in front of RC 2 


Truck 3 99-0-082 10-26-99 623 B File 
Off: Capt. Monica Fields; Drv: FF Kevin Kelly; Tir: FF Dean Crispen 


Cause: Trk 3, while backing into quarters, was struck by 
the apparatus door that malfunctioned 


Engine 24 99-0-083 10-29-99 576 A File 
Off: Capt. James Connors; Drv: FF Joseph Barbero 


Cause: Misjudged clearance — Eng 24, while backing out of 
a driveway, struck an illegally parked vehicle 





Engine 38 99-0-084 10-30-99 577 B File 
Off: T/Lt. Bruce Navarret; Drv: FF Dana Pompeo 
Cause: Hit and run — Eng 38, while parked at the scene of 
a medical emergency, was struck by a civilian 
vehicle that did not stop 
Engine 38 99-0-085 10-30-99 577 B Bill 
Off: T/Lt. Bruce Navarret; Drv: FF Dana Pompeo 
Cause: Eng 38, while responding and making a right turn, 
grazed a civilian vehicle that had pulled over but 
was still moving forward 
Truck 2 99-0-086 11-01-99 619 A File 


Off: T/Capt. Robert Brady; Drv: FF Robert Territo; Tir: 
Cause: Trk 2 responded without a tiller operator and struck 


seven parked vehicles; Trk 2's safety switch had 
been overriden at Central Shops allowing the 
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Commissioner Roeca moved and Commissioner Soulis seconded. There were no questions 
or discussion and item “M" was approved. 


4. REGULAR CALENDAR — NEW BUSINESS 


A. Letters of Commendation 


Submitting 29 letters commending members of the department for response for assistance, 
emergencies or training. 
Vice President Roff directed that these letters be ackn 
minutes of today’s meeting. 


owledged and incorporated in the 
Rules of Order (Continued from meetings of 9/23/99, 10/14/99 and 10/28/99) 


Commissioner Soulis moved for ado 
Commissioner Roeca seconded. T 
Rules of Order were adopted. 


ption of the Rules of Order for the Fire Commission and 
here were no further questions or discussion and the 


Vice President Roff acknowledged the work of Deputy City Attorney John Cooper and 
thanked him for a job well done. 


C. Swearing-In of San Francisco Fire 


Auxiliary Reserve Commander and Deputy 
Commander 


Chief Demmons acknowled 


ged the members of the Fire Reserve 
and thanked them for their 


present at the meeting 
on-going support of the San Francisco 


Fire Department. 


Report on Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and other Safety-related Issues 
Chief Demmons informed the Comm 


ission that tempora 
Austin, Support Services, will be provid 


ry Assistant Deputy Chief Ozell 
ing the report. 


Assistant Deputy Chief Austin st 
Matters related to Personal Prot 


ated that his report will cover the following issues: (1) 
Vehicles and Apparatus; and (4) | 


ective Equipment; (2) Cal-OSHA Violations; (3) Status of 
nfection control policy for blood-borne pathogens. 


Matters related to Personal Protective Equipment 
Assistant Deputy Chief Austin noted that 





the following steps are being taken to address 
d clothing needs: (1) Survey was conducted of 
ds were graded, and (2) equipment in poor or 


tely 36% of personnel 


database has been developed by MIS to identify, 
inventory and track each member's clothing status. (3) 130 of 170+ Paramedics have been 


ambulances have been equipped with SCBA's for on-duty crews and 
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Death of Mrs. Esther Hoshiko Nakajo 





Vice President Roff announced that the Fire Commission has learned with regret of the 
death of Mrs. Esther Hoshiko Nakajo, Commissioner Stephen Nakajo’s mother. Mrs. Nakajo 
died on November 2, 1999. The meeting will be adjourned in respect to Mrs. Nakajo. 


Furthermore, Vice President Roff was just apprised of the death of Firefighter John Parent 
from illness. The meeting will be adjourned in respect to Firefighter John Parent. 


F. Public Comment 


Mark Cresci, former participant in the Cadet Program, wished to receive an e 
his disqualification due to one missed attendance in the Cadet Program. Mr. Cresci’s 


Vice President Roff responded that this is 
of the Commission. He su 
Cresci’s request. 


personnel matter and is not within the jurisdiction 
ggested that the Chief of Department respond in writing to Mr. 


In closing, Vice President Roff complimented Chief Demmons 
other participants in a presentation to the Finance Committee 
regarding the merger of Emergency Medical Services 
President Roff requested that a summary of th 
Commission meeting. 


, Marshall Isaacs, M.D. and 
of the Board of Supervisors 
into the Fire Department. Vice 
iS presentation be given at an upcoming 


There being no further business before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned in 
memory of Lieutenant McDonagh, Mrs. Esther Hoshiko Nakajo and Firefighter John Parent 
at 6:45 p.m. 


Tania Bauer 
Secretary 
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Department of Fire and Emergency Services 
Division of Fire Prevention 
Lucky Thomas, Fire Marshal 


October 21, 1999 


Chief Robert Demmons 
698 2nd Street 
San Francisco, California 94107 


Dear Chief Demmons, 


T would like to sincerely thank you, Fire Marshal Massetani, Captain Harvey and Inspector 
Schultheis for assisting the Berkeley fire department with tw: 
the City of Berkeley. 


In July, Captain Harvey and Inspector Schultheis assisted my staff, the Building Official and I with 
reviewing two major projects in the city of Berkeley, a residential commercial highrise, and the 
seismic retrofitting and expansion of our Berkeley Main Public Library. 


On July 20th, Deputy Fire Marshal Wayne Inouye and I visited San Francisco and were shown two 
projects of similar design, by Captain Harvey and Inspector Schultheis. The following day, July 
21st, Captain Harvey and Inspector Schultheis came to Berkeley and met with my staff, the Building 
Official and I to review project plans and discuss some of problems we had encountered in the 
preliminary plan review process. They provided critical insight and information about the high rise 


exit plan submittals, smoke ventilation requirements, sprinkler alternatives, and ADA requirements 
for visual fire alarm devices. 


knowledgeable about the highrise review process and the fire 
and life safety requirements for highrise structures. : 

Although it has been several months since Fire Marshal Massetani, 
Schultheis assisted our organization, this letter, I hope, will convey 
for their professional and unselfish assistance. 


Captain Harvey and Inspector 
our sincere gratitude and thanks 


Respectfully submitted 


> 


ucky R. 
Assistan@Chief/Fire Marshal 


cc: Gary Masetani, Fire Marshal 


2121 McKinley Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94703 Tel 510.644.6158 TDD: 510.644.6915 


Fax: 510.644.6679 
E-mail: fire@ci berkeley.ca.us 
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October 13, 1999 


San Francisco Fire Department 
600 2™ St. 


San Francisco, CA. 94107 
Chief of Department 


Dear Sir: 


On October 10, 1999, I had a calami 


ty at my house. My wife went unconscious and I 
was afraid she was going to die. 


My daughter called 911, and units from station 15 responded. They got her 
conscious, into the ambulance and started to take her to the hospital. 


The two medical men (in the confusion I didn’t get their names), 
medication to keep her blood Pressure u 
recovering nicely. 


had to give her a 
p. They got her to the hospital, and she is 


responded, and especially the two medics for their 
professionalism. They probably saved my wife's life. 


When I was in the fire department, the de 


Partment did not have medical personnel. I 
Can now see what an asset they are. 


Sincerely, 


Richard E. Breitbarth 
Battalion Chief, Retired 


Mr. Richard E. Breitbarth 
800 Foerster St. 
San Francisco, CA 94127-2308 


Cc: Station 15 
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Children's 
Council of 
San Francisco 


October 24, 1999 


Chief Robert Demmons 
SFFD 
698-2" Street 


San Francisco, CA 94107 
Dear Chief Demmons: 
I would like to ex 


SFFD for giving 
disaster/emergen 


press the Children’s Council of San Francisco’s appreciation to the 
us the opportunity to have Inspector Chin give our staff a 


cy training. We have a staff of over 110 and we are situated at three 


San Francisco. Inspector Chin took the time to become familiar with 
each site so as to personalize each of the three trainings he did for each site. This was 


very helpful to staff to know more about their building (i.e. sprinkler systems, evacuation 
tips, etc...). 


different sites in 


Inspector Chin was able to provide helpful phone numbers, basic safety tips, knowledge 


- to be used in the workplace and at home. The staff was very 
ions were asked and Inspector Chin was able to provide answers 
to individual questions. This has been a very positive experience for our staff and they 
are now more prepared to handle an 


Once again thank you for lettin 


g our staff benefit from these trainings. It is truly a great 
service to the community! 


Sincerely, 


VAM OE 


Helene Dorian 


Administrative Manager/HR Assistant 


Downtown Office 
575 Sutter Street, 2nd Floor 
an Francisco, CA 94102-1103 
Phone: 415.243.0700 
Fax: 415.243.4414 


Bayview-Hunter's Point Office 
1319 Evans Avenue, 2nd Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94124-1705 
Phone: 415.920.7280 
Fax: 415.826.3678 


Mission District Office 
2601 Mission Street, Suite 600 
San Francisco, CA 94110-3130 

Phone: 415.920.7282 
Fax: 415.550.6839 
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Unit 1205/6 One Magnificent Mile Building, San Miguel Avenue 
Ortigas Centre, Pasig City, Philippines 
Tel No. (632) 637-0700 Fax No. (632) 637-4872 


03 September 1999 


The Honorable Willie Brown 
Mayor 


San Francisco, CA. U.S.A. 





Dear Mayor Brown: 


On August 6", while on a holiday in San Francisco, I developed shortness of breath and chest 
pain while walking from a restaurant in Chinatown to my hotel, the Clift. On arrival at the 
hotel, I sought the assistance of its staff. The hotel’s security personnel responded within two 
minutes bringing oxygen. They in tum summoned the San Francisco Fire Department 
paramedics, who arrived with an ambulance and the required cardiac care equipment within 5 
more minutes. On evaluation, and on consulting with one of my company’s doctors in the 
Philippines, it was determined that I should have a more thorough medical evaluation. The 
SFFD paramedics brought me to St. Francis Hospital and as a result, I underwent bypass 
surgery at St. Mary’s Hospital on August 10, the day before my birthday. 


The care given to me throughout, by the hotel staff, the SFFD paramedics, and the doctors 


and nurses in both hospitals was excellent — and I am alive today and getting ready to go back 
to work because of their superlative efforts. 


Task that you convey my most sincere thanks and kind regards to the SFFD paramedics and 
commend them . I work in a field similar to theirs and I remain very impressed with their 
conduct and professionalism. What amazes me to this day is the speed with which they 
arrived. You, sir, and everyone else in San Francisco are fortunate to have such dedicated 
professionals at your disposal. I consider myself very lucky to have had access to them when 
I was most in need. I am indebted to San Francisco and look forward to returning. 





RGE E. GRYNKEWICH/ II 
General Manager 
AEA Intemational SOS Assistance 
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flew across the street and into a smaller tree. One of the firefighters climbed the tree 


and forced her down and into a net - the animal control officer had finally arrived and 
loaned them the net. 


It's a small thing in comparison to fighting fires and saving lives, but it was a wonderful, 
human gift to a citizen in distress. It is common to read negative things about those of us 
in civil service, the kind of caring and extra effort put out by your firefighters is the best 
way to show the public a better image. I know that everyone on that corner in Noe Valley 
went home feeling that Engine 24 was part of the neighborhood family. 


en eee 
SS OoFSO 


@ Page 2 


Z6IZ SPE 8I8 XV4 G6ZCS-PPE 818 “ANOHdA TAL os 
ys S€€I6 &D VOASAUY FAV ATLSVOMAN #299 “AOIIO SATHONY SOT 


aueerIdn “YH epery 
‘KTerecuts 
*noA yueyuL, 


*seTTJ Teuuoszed aztTeyy 


03 poppe uotyetToeradde jo reqjeT Aw aaey aseatTq *uotyzetoeitdde pue 
syueyq Aw yOoTJoT pTNoys spzo0der Toeuuosized aAtTeyy yeuy se Jsnw I 
4ATOF I FeyR Hutzeo zed Teuorssezord oS oteM YROq ~-uUuTxBoOR Asyjeoq 
pue otpewerted/reqybTtzF ATF ‘ATeTTEXY 33005 Aq pedtey useq saey 
0} e}eUNRIOF YsSou 4ynq - wetTqord [eoTpou e asaey OF 29ZeUNRZAOJUN sem T 


qaodaty [Teuotjeure4UL OCOsToOuerYA ues 
- 6661 ‘9¢ Ztequejdes soy suTJIePW °IW TeAeq 


8@1P6 WO ‘OOSTOUeTA ues 
quowjzredeq e1TY OosTouery ues 


JN440 SHOLOSuIq uT}IeW UYOr -azW 
6661 “SG 1eqo 300 


QaANaoay 
LSYIVNYNOLO.LOHd ‘TVNOLLVNUALNI SAGVNH 


H 











South Berkeley Chiropractic 
—auauu—————oyo—————————aaaaaaaa aa 
Debra R. Maurer, D.C., C.C.S.P. 


2718 Telegraph Avenue ~ Suite 103 ~ Berkeley, CA 94705 
Phone 510.649.1332 ~ Fax 510.849.1808 


Robert Demmons 
Captain, SFSD 

698 2" Street 

San Francisco, CA 94107 


Captain Demmons, 


I was in San Diego on the weekend of October 9th participating in a softball 
tournament when I had the misfortune, while performing a head first dive into 
third base, of suffering a 100% open dislocation of my right 5 finger. 
without mention that this is quite a devastating injury, especially for a 


chiropractor. As luck would have it, Nicol Juratovac was a spectator at this 
game. 


It goes 


I'd like to commend Nicol for her expertise and professionalism in this 
emergency situation. Nicol’s control of the situation made the turn over to the 
responding paramedics very smooth. Truthfully, it was because of this turn 


over that I was able to be transported to the hospital that had a hand specialist 
on duty at the time of my arrival in the ER. 


I was in the operatin 
the time of injury. 
have been greatly e 
emergency. 


g room having re-constructive surgery within 2 hours of 
I believe that my recovery time and my return to practice 
nhanced thanks to Nicol’s professional response in this 


Please extend my appreciation to Ms. Juratovac and her coworkers. 


And for those wondering...yes, I was safe! 


In gratitude, 


(oe = 
Debra R. Maurer, DG.C.CiS-P: 
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Barbara Kucer 
4200 23" St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94114 


October 18, 1999 


Tire Commission 

San Francisco Fire Department 
260 Golden Gate Ave. 

San Francisco, Ca. 94102 


RE: NE RT Training 


I first took the training course last year at Diamond Heights and have just completed the 
course again in Noe Valley. I hoped that repetition would mean some retention. I also 
enjoyed it enough the first time to want to repeat it. 


It is a wonderful program. All the instructors in every class were very professional, yet 
personal. The presentations often had just a bit of humor so there were not intimating. All 
the instructors possessed an incredible amount of patience with any question asked and 
with the time it took to teach any of the “hands on” procedures. 


Every class stresses to first take care of ourselves, then our im 
there to go to our immediate neighbors and then finally if we 
to go to our staging areas to help even further, 


mediate family. From 
feel comfortable and ready, 


The “hands on” experiences given are the most confide 
taking the classes feels a bit stupid, or at best a little unsure, or we would not be there. 
Something as simple as finally knowing what to do with a fire extinguisher. We see them 
around us, but I always thought “So, there’s one hanging on the wall, but I don’t know 
how it works or how to use it”. The most unnerving classes for me were to be 


blindfolded and try to make our way around a room or to enter just one room with injured 
people. : 


nee building. I think everyone 


This is truly a wonderful program. Both times I 


walked away from the last class with 
more confidence. We don’t have to be victims a 


nd we can help others. 


It’s an amazing feeling to walk away from a class that makes you feel 
make a difference. 


as though you can 
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25s%\ SHASTA COUNTY 


~ 7 ate >) BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
CUS 
WipoRSY 1815 Yuba Street, Suite 1 


DAVID A. KEHOE, DISTRICT 
iforni IRWIN FUST, DISTRICT 

Redding, California 96001 i 

(530) 225-5557 GLENN HAWES. DISTRICT 

(800) 479-8009 


MOLLY WILSON, DISTRICT 
(530) 225-5189-FAX PATRICIA A. "TRISH" CLARKE, DISTRICT 


November 1, 1999 


TO ALL FIRE DEPARTMENTS: 


The citizens of Shasta County, the Board of Supervisors and I would like to thank each 


and every one of you for your untiring dedication and commitment during the disastrous 
“Jones Fire”. 


The 1999 fire season has not been an easy one. It has been long and at times frustrating 
for those of you on the fireline. You have spent days fighting this destructive force, 
often without sleep or proper food. And more often than not, your work goes unnoticed. 
We have come to expect that when the alarm sounds, the paid and volunteer firefighters 
will respond in force, fighting back the flames, putting your life on the line for someone 
you may have never seen before nor will ever see again. You leave your homes and 
families, sometimes in the dead of night, to protect others and without any thought for 
your own safety. Yes, its your job and a career you have chosen but it is also an 
admirable profession and one of which you should be very proud. 


Sometimes it takes a disaster such as the “Jones” and “Canyon” Fires to make us sit up 
and take notice, to take the extra time to say thank you for your dedication, your 
expertise, your professionalism and cooperative efforts. 


Hats off to all of you who came to our aid and responded so quickly to our emergency. 


importantly, we thank you for who you are — our 
“Unsung Heroes”. 


Sincerely, 


MBiis Gfttitroa 


Glenn Hawes, Chairman 
Shasta County Board of Supervisors 
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American 
Y Commercial Security 


1455 Market Street, Dept. 13240-10 
ques Services 


San Francisco, CA 94103 
Telephone: (415) 436-4450 
Facsimile: (415) 436-4615 


Chief Robert Demmons 


San Francisco Fire Department 
698 2nd Street 


San Francisco, California 94107 


October 29, 1999 


Dear Chief Demmons; 


We wish to commend Firefighter Ed Chu of 


of the NERT program for the benefit of th 
the Bank of America. 


Station 17 for his presentation 
¢ emegercy response teams at 


His presentation on Thursday, October 21 w 
conducted himself in an exemplary m 
San Francisco Fire Department. 


as most professional. He 
anner and is truly a credit to the 


Many thanks for allowing him to be here. We learned a great deal. 


All the best, 
) 


ae 


J. F. McCloskey 
Fire/Life Safety Consultant 


4 subsidiary of a Industries Incorporated 
California State license #PPO 9480 
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1H Ss § . 
In-Home Supportive Services 
a Public Authority 





November 2, 1999 


Mr. Robert Demmons, Chief 
San Francisco Fire Department 
FAX: 415-558-3407 


Dear Mr, Demmons: 


Thank you very much for the support you provided to my organization as sponsor of 
Where there's a Will, there's a Way: Building Community Resources and Making 
Connections for Independence, the September 30" conference for seniors and people 
with disabllities at St, Mary's Cathedral. We think It was a remarkable success for our 
first venture and your contribution definitely helped make It so. 


Well over 500 people attended the event and were able to leam from over 50 
organizations and vendors that participated in our Resource Fair. People were enriched 
by Brenda Premo's keynote remarks and touched by a brief performance by Geoff Hoyle, 
a highly regarded actor from our City. Assemblymember Kevin Shelley reminded us of 
his support for IHSS and long term care issues, Supervisors Yee and Bierman were able 
to attend briefly to express their support for the IHSS Public Authority and home care 
Issues, People have told us that they learned a goad deal at each of our six afternoon 


workshops. Everyone was nourished by tasty box lunches and terrific refreshments at 
our clasing reception, including Joseph Schmidt truffles. 


We plan to continue Sponsoring this event and would like to make it better and better. I 
encourage yau to contact me with any comments you might have about the conference 


and how it went from your point of view. Please do not hesitate to call me at 981-4477, 
ext. 303. 


With deep appreciation, 


Brine Clare 


Donna Calame 
Executive Director 


The members involved were: 942 Marker Screat 


Suite 509 
E-38 San Francisco 
Lt. Steven Jones CA 94102 
Ff. Agustin Larue 
Ff. Marcella McCormack 


TTY 415 981 4476 
Fax 415 981 4479 
T=3 (nkspa@sirlus.com 
Lt. Kenneth Jones 
Ff. Andrew Assereto 


Ff. Rivera Ibarra (Detailed from E-6) 
Ff. Michael Gonzalez (Detailed from E-44) 


sazodseo eTTetued 


contig tC 


*KTereouTs 


*sqaogyo ano pue nod jobr0jf TAAD 4,UOM T “SoTTTweF ano& 
HhutaestT pue A9AO [Te HutpToaet} TOF syueyL “esnoy ITeYyF OF 
asoTO omeo soweTy oy} pue ostTpered UT CATT spuetaz sroyjou AW 
*sZoyjO 2AePS OF TOpIO UT SOATT anok butyst1 r0F noA yueyR OSTe 
I °*e9 ‘aptSspoom ut ‘aTeYy} OF BSOTO SATT OF posn I asneo 
-oq oostouery ues OF 9304M IT “nok yueyz OF e4TAM OF TOOYOS 
4SITJ SY SeM O}eTpoUTEZUT WeYyrNd Fey postidans AzeaA sem JT 
‘ayes [Te ore am nOA Of SyuUeUL 
*qyuowdtnbe pue sro zYyHTzJoaTF 934TT Aqoa oaey om *orT0Y dn 
auoo jo yu,pey nok JT AohHuep ut useq eaey PTNom weysnd 
*qany 306 no& Fo suou adoy 
I ‘seaty oy} Hbutzyhty pue osto9y dn Hutwoo z0F noA yuey OF 
Hut4#tTIM w,;I “ooTYD JO YyANOS soeTTW L atdoed 90L JO UMOZ be 
“ep ‘weyaing UT eATT I ‘SaedseD eTTetued st oweu Au ‘OTOH 


‘quowqaedoq oATq OOSTOUeTYA ues TPAC 


*eD 6‘ o0osTOURTY ues 
juoujaedog eATy oostouery ues 


6661 ‘OT tequeqdes 
8£6S6 “BO *wWeYyrnd 
eataq AouyNd 9TV6 

saiodsep erTjTotued 


POLICE DEPARTMENT 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 


THOMAS J. CAHILL HALL OF JUSTICE 
850 BRYANT STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94103 


t 





FRED H. LAU 
CHIEF OF POLICE 


November 2, 1999 


Chief Demmons 


San Francisco Fire Department 
698 — 2" Street 


San Francisco, CA 94107 


Dear Chief Demmons: 


I would like to bring to your attention the ac 
Macheal Thomas. These ins 


willingness to get involved. 


tions of two of your members, Jeff Chin and 
pectors should be commended for their alertness and 


On Thursday, October 14, 1999, at approximately 2:50 P.M., they were driving past the 
6800 block of Fulton Street. Inspect 


or Chin noticed a white male with a set of bolt 
cutters working on a chain attached 


to an Iron Gate to the residence of 6834/6836 Fulton 
Street. He advised his partner, Inspector Thomas of what he had just seen. The white 


male then walked away westbound on Fulton street. Your members confronted this man 
about his actions, who denied any wrongdoing. 


As the male continued 
at 46" Avenue and Ful 
him to continue, as he 


westbound, they followed in their vehicle. The white male finally 
ton Street stopped walking and told them there was no sense for 
wasn’t going to get away from them anyway. 


Inspector Thomas called 9-1-1 and re 
police to arrive, as Inspector Thomas 
order to divert the suspects attention 


quested police assistance. While waiting for the 
states in his statement “I engaged in small talk in 
and lower the possibility of violence.” 


As a result of their actions, the sus 


pect was charged with “Attempted Burglary”, 
“Possession of Burglar Tools” an 


d “Possession of a Hypodermic Needle”. 


These inspectors put public safety ahead of their own personal safety and a habitual 


criminal was taken off the streets. These inspectors are a credit to your Department and 
the City and County of San 


Sincerely, 
Y ae 


Captain Edgar Springer 
Commanding Officer 
Richmond District Police Station 
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MEDIA SPONSORS 
San Francisco Chronicle 
SF Gate 


KABL Radio 

SPONSORS 

APL, Ltd 

Bay Ship & Yacht Co 
Grants he Arts/ 

San Francisco el Tax Fund 





Theodore Tugboat 


FESTIVAL OF THE SEA 
COMMITTEE 

Jean McClatchy 

James Lazarus 
Elizabeth (Kit) Wallace 
David W. Pettus 


Kathy L. Lohan 
Executive Director, 
National Maritime 
Museum Association 


William G. Thomas 
Superintendent, 
San Francisco Maritime 
National Historical Park 


Alison Healy 
Producer 


2905 Hype STREET, 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
94109-1225 





415.447.9822 


Fax: 415.556.0149 








BITE NATIONAL MARITIME MAUSEUM ASSOCIATION & SAN FRANCISCO MARITIME NATIONAL HisTORICAt PARK SSS 


OF 


FSM ALS 


Dedicated to Maritime Education 


October 31, 1999 


Robert L. Demmons 
Chief of Department 
SFFD 

“Guardian” 

698 2™ Street 

San Francisco, CA 94107 


Dear Robert, 


On behalf of San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park and the National 
Maritime Museum Association, we would like to thank you for supporting this 
year’s Festival of the Sea. Due to your support the tugboat parade was such a big 
attraction during the 1999 festival. The huge crowd the parade drew was 
captivating! We were very delighted to have you “onboard” with us! Your level 
of participation made this event a resounding success. We hope you will join us 
again next year. 


It takes months of planning and preparation to pull together the details for an 
event like the annual Festival of the Sea. While it is our responsibility to 
coordinate “the big picture,” it is really participants like you who contribute their 
time, talent and expertise that make the Festival of the Sea a successful 
experience. By showcasing the “Guardian” you demonstrated your maritime 
Support to the community and for this we are very grateful. 





If you would prefer to speak to 
highly 


event. Your support of San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park’s annual 


celebration is truly appreciated! 
Doihun 


Daniela Rahm 
Assistant Festival Coordinator 


Warm Regards, 
HD 


ison Healy, 
Festival Cookai tor 





The National Maritime Museum Association .., bringtig marttiie history to life. 


415-447-9822 415-447-9822 
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South of Market 


HEALTH CENTER 


M Executive Director 
Charles E. Range 


_ 
October 26, 1999 


Chief Robert Demmons, Lt. Fernando Juarez 
San Francisco Fire Department 

698 2nd Street 

San Francisco, CA 94107 


Dear Mr. Demmons, Mr, Juarez, and other participants, 


Administration 
P.O. Box 40519 « San Francisco, CA 94140 
(415) 436-0111 « Fax (415) 436-0110 


Sincerely, 


Fagg Co 


Gregory Lee 


Clinic 
551 Minna Street « San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 626-2951 - Fax (415) 626-1096 
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City and County of San Francisco Mayor’s Office of Emergency Services 





Willie Lewis Brown, Jr. 


Mayor 
Lucien G. Canton 
Director 
October 29, 1999 
Patty Yuen 
NERT Coordinator 
San Francisco Fire Department 
698 Second Street 
San Francisco, CA 94107-2015 
Dear Patty: 
Thank you for your time and commutment as a key participant in the Loma Prieta Earthquake 10" 
Anniversary events. Your role on the Planning Committee and in helping to organize events was 
vital to the success of reaching the community — we could not have done it without you. You 
took on your new assignment right in the middle of several major events and you didn’t miss a 
beat, in fact you were extraordinary in every detail. 
Since our events began, the number of Tequests from the public for disaster preparedness 
information and speakers has been overwhelming. This is a sure sign that we did our job and we 
did it well. At our last meeting on October 20" we debriefed what worked and didn’t work at 
each event. Clearly there is room to improve in the future but most of all we have cause to 
celebrate our enormous undertaking and accomplishments. 
Thank you for your partnership and on-going support in preparing our community for disasters. I 
very much look forward to working with you this next year. You're great! 
JoAnn Scordino 
Community Preparedness Coordinator 
| Ce: Chief Robert L. Demmons 
LOESfilesAprieta/LP10Ycar TY Letters.doc 
1003A Turk Street San Francisco, California 94102 Phone (415) 558-2700 Fax (415) 431-7500 
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